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In te rna t iona l  Fes t i va l   
òBlack Sea Culture Heritageó 

26 - 30 September ,  2012 ñ Dobr ich ,  Bu l -

From the 26th till the 30 th of September, 2012 Dobrich, Bulgaria, 

was host to one of the key events in the project - the international 

festival òBlack Sea Culture Heritageó.  

The festival included a number of concerts and thematic exhibi-

tions, which brought the participants and the citizens of Dobrich 

closer to the culture of five Black Sea countries ð Romania, Turkey, 

Georgia, Armenia and Bulgaria.  

The event served to popularize cultural heritage, to facilitate cul-

tural dialogue and to encourage mutual understanding among the 

ethnic communities in the five countries. It put in practice the 

common European idea of preserving the continentõs rich cultural 

diversity and cultural heritage, which act as bridges between the 

past, the present and the future of Europeõs nations, including 

those in the Black Sea Basin. The festival events aimed at interactive and attractive presentation of the cultural 

resources of the five presented nations and used the medium of 

culture animation, art, photography, traditional crafts, music and 

dance.  

The festival òBlack Sea Culture Heritageó paid special attention to 

the folklore and the ethnographic characteristics of the participat-

ing countries, as well as to their culinary traditions. All partici-

pants presented the unique features of their native cultures. At 

the same time, they also strived to accentuate shared values and 

to search for points of reference common to all nations, deriving 

both from age -old traditions and from global tendencies that unite 

young people. In our rapidly globalizing world the culture of each 

country is determined not just by its traditions and material heri-

tage but also by the way in which young people receive and re-

make global cultural trends. Therefore during the whole festival 

organizers encouraged the expression of youth culture and talent.  
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More than 500 people visited the festival 
concerts and the supporting events  

At the end of the festival, participants from dif-
ferent countries came onstage for a completely 

improvised joint performance  



The event was opened by a colourful procession 

along the main street of Dobrich. Most of the par-

ticipants were dressed in traditional national cos-

tumes. This sparked interest among citizens and 

was itself an opportunity for presenting the five 

Black Sea countries.  

For a day, the guest participants from Turkey, 

Armenia, Romania and Georgia played the role of 

hosts during the festivalõs culinary exhibition. 

More than 100 citizens visited the event. The par-

ticipants from the five countries themselves prepared and presented traditional food 

and drinks, such as dolma (Armenian stuffed rolls), lavash (traditional Armenian 

bread), halva (Turkish confections), typical Edirne 

dishes made with bulghur, churchkhela 

(traditional Georgian confections), cozonac ro-

manesc (traditional Romanian pastry prepared on 

Easter), Romanian mŊmŊligŊ, the Romanian ver-

sion of Dobrudzha pie, traditional Bulgarian pas-

tries such as milinka , Bulgarian yoghurt, sirene 

(white brine cheese), and many others.  

Several exhibitions and workshops were organized 

during the festival. One of the exhibitions presented original Bulgarian folklore cos-

tumes that were kindly provided by the Regional 

Museum of History in Dobrich. There was an exhi-

bition of paintings on ethnographic themes by a 

local artist.  

The workshops allowed participants to observe and even practice traditional and 

modern crafts, such as candle carving, macramé, crocheting and jewellery mak-

ing. The Turkish participants presented Edirneõs traditional crafts by exhibiting 

fruit -shaped soap and small decorative brooms, as well as by demonstrating how 

fruit soap is actually made.  
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Fest iva l  H igh l igh ts :  Exh ib i t ions  and Worksh ops  

The procession on the streets of Do-
brich ended with a traditional dance  

Lavashñ traditional Armenian bread  

The participants cooked in the 
professional kitchen of Interna-

tional University College  

A Turkish participant shows how 
fruit soap is made in Edirne  



Fest iva l  H igh l igh ts :  Conce r ts  

Undoubtedly, the most 

attractive parts of the 

festival were the con-

certs which featured en-

sembles, musicians, per-

formers and dancers from 

the five project coun-

tries. In effect, the festi-

val was two-faced. One 

of its faces showed the 

traditions and folklore of the participating Black Sea Basin countries. The 

other face was the face of youth, modern culture and local remakes of 

global cultural trends.   

One of the festival concerts was dedicated exclusively to folk traditions. 

Bulgarian folklore was represented by the following performers:  

- Childrenõs Folk Ensemble òKalinka Valchevaó from Tervel (Dobrich re-

gion) presented traditional folk dances from the regions Dobrudzha and 

Varna. The ensemble started performing in 2000. It is named after the 

Bulgarian folk singer Kalinka Valcheva who has achieved worldwide ac-

claim as a member of the famous womenõs choir òThe Mystery of the Bul-

garian voicesó. The en-

semble has participated in 

a number of international 

festivals in Romania, Tur-

key, Hungary, Ukraine, Italy. It received the grand prix from the 1 st 

Selection Festival in Albena for participation in the 7 th  International 

Music Festival òThe World is Musicó in Italy, in the section òArranged 

Dance Folkloreó for age category up to 14 years. 

- Folklore Ensemble òKardamkió from Kardam (Dobrich region) per-

formed traditional folklore songs. The Ensemble received a gold 

medal from the National Folklore Convention Koprivshtista 2010, a 

Golden Orpheus from the international festival òEurofolk Burgasó 
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The Bulgarian folklore dances performed by  
Childrenõs Folk Ensemble òKalinka Valchevaó  

The performers from Romano Drom demon-
strated the  exotic side of the diverse Bulgar-
ian culture with songs, dances and colourful 

costumes of the Roma community  

Folklore Ensemble òKardamkió sang traditional 
Bulgarian folklore songs  



The Turkish participants re -enacted the 

traditional Turkish pre -wedding ceremony 

òHenna nightó (Kina Gecesi). Their second 

performance was dedicated to the age -old 

Kirkpinar oil -wrestling tournaments held 

in Edirne - one of the worldõs oldest sports 

competitions.  

The Armenian team chose to perform tra-

ditional folklore music and dances that 

they believed would always be the hallmarks of Armenian culture. Their Roma-

nian counterparts, too, came onstage to perform traditional folk dances. Instead 

of the Hora and Sârba, which are the most popular dances for celebrations in 

Romania, they focused on the less popu-

lar Ciuleandra, Braŀoveanca and Ghim-

pele. The young promising Romanian folk 

singer Catalina Alexe, who has Bulgarian 

ancestors, preformed two Romanian folk 

songs and an a capella fragment of a Bul-

garian song which was her special compliment to the 

Bulgarian audience. 

Georgia was represented by the music 

ensemble òKartveloó and Art Ballet Fantasmagoria. òKartveloó has five mem-

bers, of which four are amateur performers and one is a student at the Tbilisi 

conservatory. They actively participate in different concerts and charitable ac-

tivities in Tbilisi. Art Ballet Fantasmagoria consists of professional ballet danc-

ers and choreography school students, who seek to achieve a synthesis of thea-

tre and ballet and to enrich these performing art directions by bringing them 

closer to each other. Their performances òMotionó and òChristmas tailó are on 

the stage of different theatres of Tbilisi. These compositions seek to bridge tra-

ditional and modern elements in Georgian culture.  

Three of the joint compositions of òKartveloó and Art Ballet Fantasmagoria pre-

sented Georgian folk. The traditional Georgian polyphonic singing, the beautiful 

dances and the picturesque folk costumes enchanted the audience. òKartveloó and Art Ballet Fantasmagoria also 

performed two experimental compositions that mix folk -jazz with modern ballet elements.   
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Traditional Armenian dance is famous 
for the picturesque costumes  

Catalina Alexe presented Romaniaõs 
folk heritage  

Turkish participants reenacted age
-old traditions from Thrace  

The presentation of Georgia was 
notable not just for the enchanting 
music and dance, but also for the 

innovative mixture of ethno music, 
jazz and ballet  



Modern culture and especially youth 

subcultures were the other face of 

the festival.  

Over 50 young dancers and singers 

from the Dobrich hip hop, break-

dance, modern ballet and pop music 

scenes, united in Art Centre òPalitraó 

- Dobrich, presented their talent and 

artistic vision before a large and en-

thusiastic audience. They were joined by the popular local hip hop duo 

Ilay & Benji. The young Ukrainian performer Anastasiya Semilet sang 

modern Ukrainian songs. She is from Ukraine but currently studies in 

Dobrich. Anastasiya is a laureate of several contests: òSolar Mosaic of 

Adriatic Seaó in Italy ð 1st place; 

òMoscow Springó in Russia ð 1st place; 

òShow Festó in Ukraine ð grand prix. 

The audience welcomed very warmly 

the Bulgarian rock musician Veliko Dimitrov from Dobrich. This talented young 

performer has a substantial record of onstage and studio performances. He took 

part in the TV show òPhenomenaó and recorded music with the famous Bulgarian 

rock group òAkagaó. One of his recent achievements is the invitation to record 

his music in a professional recording studio of the Bulgarian National Radio. On-

stage he presented his take on 

famous rock songs.  

Armenian participants performed 

modern music from their country.  

The Georgian part ic ipants 

òKartveloó and Art Ballet Fantas-

magoria surprised the audience 

with an unconventional composi-

tion, prepared especially for this 

festival. This composition merged together ballet and poetry by the young Geor-

gian poet Giorgi Arabuly, read by the author himself. Romanian modern youth 

culture was represented by Ioan Ciprian, who played piano versions of famous songs and performed a dance to the 

accompaniment of Michael Jacksonõs music.  
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Hip hop dance and music is very trendy and 
enthusiastically received among Bulgarian 

youth  

The duo Ilay $ Benji is a rising star 
on the Dobrich hip -hop scene 

Like in many other countries, pop music is the 
mainstream entertainment  for Bulgarian youth  

Young Bulgarian participants per-
formed modern ballet  

Breakdance remains a favorite 
pastime for many young Bulgarians  


